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Important Dates
Parent Conferences
Thursday & Friday
April 5 & 6
Half-Day
11:30 Dismissal
Book Fair
All Next Week
Orchard Library
SBAC Testing
Grades 3—5
Starting April 9

Tag Sale
Friday & Saturday,
April 13 & 14
Orchard Gym
Kindergarten
Registration Days
April 17 & 18
Teacher/Staff Raffles
April 19 & 20

2 Baldwin Avenue, South Burlington, VT 05403

8 2-652-7300

Dear Parents & Guardians,

Parent Conferences are next week. Be sure to contact your child’s teacher if you
have not already scheduled your appointment. Don’t forget that arts and student
support teachers can also be available to meet with you.
Dismissal on Parent Conference Half-Days is different than Early Release Days. On
next week’s Half-Day, dismissal is at 11:30. Students will not be ser ved lunch
(though a bag lunch will be provided for anyone in need of one). This is much different than our Early Release Days!
Veteran parents know that we are now approaching our state/national assessments.
The Smarter Balance Assessment Consortium (SBAC) is given to all of our students in grades 3—5 (and beyond). It is rigorous testing in math and language arts
on computers. We have found our students perform best and we provide time to
recoup if we split up the testing over four days—two per week. More information
will be provided soon but next week will be testing practice before we get started
the week of April 9th.
Our presentations on Sexual Abuse Awareness went very
well. I am highly impressed with the group Puppets in
Education ,who bring this sensitive dialog in a developmentally appropriate, sensitive manner. It was great to
have so many parents join us. Special thanks to our
School Counselors, Yvette Amblo and Jen Tumilowicz
for organizing the day.

Photo: Puppets in Education presenting
to the 1st & 2nd grade students.

Skate Night was a great success! Lots of families skating,
playing “chuck-a-puck”, eating, and trying their luck to win one of the amazing
raffle baskets. A special thanks to Kristen Landerman and all the PTO volunteers
for making Skate Night such a fun family event!
Our PTO is starting a volunteer campaign. Please check out page 2 for a cool
graphic of everything our PTO does for Orchard kids!
Champ was here today to kickoff our Orchard Game with the Lake Monsters!
Start saving your quarters, Teacher Raffles are in two weeks!
Have a great weekend, take some time to read with your child.
Mark Trifilio

~ PTO Updates ~

Skate Night Recap: Thank You to everyone who contributed items for Classroom Baskets! Donations were
very creative and they turned out beautifully. The first
annual "Chuck-a-Puck" contest was a lot of fun and we
raised $130 for the Humane Society! We also collected
over 100 items to be donated to the Foodbank!
Also, a huge Thank You to the Skate Night Team: Kelli
Shonter, Erin Shafer, Merin Maxwell, Angi Murray, Liz
Siddle, Amy Van Mullen, Jamie Kelly and Hadley Bunting.
A few items were left behind at Cairns. They have been
transported to the Lost and Found at Orchard.

The Orchard PTO is looking forward to the next school
year and we need your help! The PTO runs many successful events at the school and we need volunteers to
ensure that all of our children's programs continue to
run. Please check your children's Friday folders and
complete the PTO form. After collecting the forms, we
will contact families this summer requesting help for the
upcoming year. No amount of time given is too small!
Thank you for helping our Orchard community.
PTO continues on page 3.

Tag Sale Volunteers:

Here are three simple and important ways you can help Orchard School’s Tag Sale
that directly benefits our gardens and Farm to School programing...


Volunteer to pick up, place, take down and return signs for the tag sale the
week of April 9th.
 The Sale is Friday the 13th and Saturday the 14th. Signs will be available in the
office on Monday the 9th. Email: rbarone@sbschools.edu if you can help.
 Volunteers to set up, work, or take down the sale Thursday afternoon and evening (12 th), Friday
 morning and afternoon (13th) and Saturday (14th). Sign up via email rbarone@sbschools.net, via
the form that went home with your student or on the poster in the lobby.
And, it’s not too early to think about helping to take care of Orchard Gardens in the summer.
No experience necessary. If you are around for even a part of the summer and are willing to
Pick weeds and occasionally water- we want you!
Please contact Raechel Barone

Book Fair next Week!

PTO continued from page 1

Tag Sale Donations drive begins! Have your started
your spring cleaning, know someone moving in or out?
Bring in your used items such as outgrown kids
clothes, household items, sport equipment (no skiis),
baby items, pet supplies, toys and BIKES! Drop items
to the Orchard gym stage Monday April 9th- Thursday
April 12th 2:30 - 7:00. Tag Sale takes place in the gym
April 13th & 14th. See flyer for more details and volunteer opportunities. Our goal is to raise $4000 which
will help fund the maintenance and year round education around the Orchard Gardens
Thank you,
~Angi Murray, 720-937-9574
Do you have PTO questions? Please find us online:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/orchardschoolpto
Website: https://sites.google.com/site/orchardschoolpto/
Email: orchardschoolvt@gmail.com

Our Scholastic Book Fair
is next week - April 2nd
through April 6th. It's
a reading event that brings
the books kids want to
read right to our school. At
the fair is a wonderful selection of engaging and
affordable books for every reading level.
Please make plans to visit our Book Fair
next week sometime between the hours of
8 AM and 5 PM and be involved in shaping
your child’s reading habits and supporting
the purchase of new books for our library.
Donna Sullivan—Macdonald
Orchard Librarian

Memory Book Photos Needed: Have you taken photos of your child’s class on field trips, special events or at

school wide events? We need your photos to help make the memory book extra special. Please send your photos to
caroline.lyon@comcast.net ASAP or by 3/31. We’re looking for anything you have from Fun run, Math Night,
Orchard Clubs, Science Fair, class room specific events and the upcoming Skate Night. Please send the actual images in the largest size possible. If they’re class specific please note which class they’re from.
Thank you!

Lunch Menu from April 2 — 6
Monday
Pancakes
Pork Sausage Patty
Vanilla Yogurt
Strawberries
Fruit/Veggie Bar

Tuesday
Roasted Chicken w/
Gravy
Mashed Potato
Peas
Dinner Roll
Fruit/Veggie Bar

Wednesday
Beef Stroganoff
Roasted Broccoli
Fruit/Veggie Bar

Thursday

Friday

Half Day Bag
Lunch

Half Day Bag
Lunch

Dismissal at 11:30 Dismissal at 11:30

