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SHARING  CARING  LEARNING  TOGETHER 

 
Our food drive ends on Monday! Please 
bring in your food items. Chamberlin 
School is planning a wonderful Food 
Drive assembly on Tuesday Nov.  13th– 
8:10-8:30 AM. From these items, food 
baskets are created for our families 
who may need a helping hand for the 
holidays.Thank you for your support! 
 

 

Harvest Meal 
November 13th will be the date of our 
traditional Harvest Meal! Family members 
who pre-paid are welcome to join us for a 
roasted chicken dinner with all of the 
fixings! 
Lunch times are different and extended 
for this event: 
Kindergarten – 10:50-11:25 
1st and 2nd Grade – 11:30-12:05 
4th and 5th Grade – 12:05-12:40 
3rd Grade – 12:45-1:20 
 
 We look forward to having you join us for 
this wonderful family tradition! 
 

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 

Conferences are a time for families to 
meet with teachers to discuss academic 
progress of children, as well as a time to 
ask questions and set goals for the coming 
weeks.  While the official conference 
dates are November 19th and 20th, most 
teachers offer other times to 
accommodate busy work schedules. 
Teachers will be reaching out to families 
with available dates and times. Please see 
the links in the newsletter email to 
schedule integrated arts conferences. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Chamberlin Food Drive, 
October 29th – November 
12th 

 

 November 2 – 16, Dance 
Residency 

 

 Friday, November 9th – 
12:30 PM Dismissal, ½ 
Day for Staff Professional 
Learning 

 

 Friday, November 9th – 
Movie Night, “Wreck It 
Ralph,” 7:00 PM 

 

 Tuesday, November 13th 
– Thanksgiving 
Assembly, 8:10 AM 

 

 Tuesday, November 13th 
– Chamberlin Harvest 
Meal 

 

 Tuesday, November 13th 
– PTO Meeting, 6:00 PM 

 

 Thursday, November 15th 
– Dance Dress 
Rehearsal – fieldtrip to 
SBHS in the AM for all 
classes. 

 

 Thursday, November 15th 
– Dance Performance, 
SBHS Gym, 6:30 PM 

 

 Friday, November 16th – 
Popcorn Friday, 50 cents 

 

 Friday, November 16th – 
PTO Coupon Book 
Fundraiser Ends 

 

 Monday and Tuesday, 
November 19th and 20th – 
No School, Parent 
Teacher Conferences 
 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

The Cold Weather Has Arrived! 
Being a VT parent takes on a whole new 
meaning in November!   As the 
temperature starts to drop, we are in need 
of warmly dressed students for recess. 
Students can no longer wear shorts and short 
sleeves outside. Please be sure your child is 
equipped with VT winter gear – snowpants, 
boots, hats, mittens and a warm coat.  Our 
students go outside every day, except if the 
wind chill or temperature is below 0 
degrees.  There is not an indoor recess 
option.  If students are too sick to go outside 
for recess, then please consider an early pick 
up. Use a permanent marker to write your 
child’s name on EVERYTHING.  Many times, 
students have the same kinds of boots, coats 
and snowpants, and it gets confusing in the 
cubby areas!  You can support the reduction 
in winter gear loss by practicing at home. 
Teach your child to put their mittens in their 
hat, and their hat in the sleeve of their coat.  
Make it fun by having timed practices to see 
how fast they can get their snowpants on, 
coats on and zipped, everything off and hung 
up on a hook…who can do this faster, you or 
your child? We greatly appreciate your 
support with making recess a positive 
experience for all of our children! 

 
Four South Burlington 3rd graders received 
Honorable Mentions in the VT Fire Safety 
Poster Contest and attended an award 
ceremony at the VT State House in 
Montpelier. Congratulations to Caleigh 
Judge and Emijoi Kukatla from Chamberlin 

School! 

mailto:hrouelle@sbschools.net


 
A VT state law known as “Act 1” provides Vermont prevention practitioners and families with the opportunity to work together 
to support understanding and implementation of comprehensive sexual violence prevention in school communities. The South 
Burlington School District is required to provide families with information regarding signs and symptoms of sexual abuse, sexual 
violence, grooming processes, recognizing the dangers of child sexual abuse, and the predatory behaviors of sex offenders.  The 
Department for Children and Families (DCF) has created a website with information for this purpose. Act 1 also requires an 
educational component to sexual abuse prevention, which is typically presented by our school nurse, Kerry Farrell and school 
counselor, Dean Melen. This year at Chamberlin School, all grade levels will receive developmentally appropriate abuse 
prevention content through Puppets in Education on November 27th. Puppets in Education is dedicated to teaching children how 
to keep themselves safe and healthy and to appreciate each other’s physical and cultural differences. Using life-sized puppets, 
this program seeks to support parents and communities in helping children reach their full potential. PiE is an educational 
puppet troupe that performs throughout VT, NY, NH, MA and CT. Each puppet presentation consists of one or two skits, a 
question & answer session and songs. Workshop presentations introduce the topic with puppets then engage older students in 
activities that include brainstorming, role plays or simulation activities. We are grateful to have funding this year from Vibrant 
Church to bring Puppets in Education to Chamberlin! Please see the attached letter from Nurse Farrell and Mr. Melen for more 
information. If you have questions about this program, please call Kerry Farrell at 652-7449 or email Mr. Melen at 
dmelen@sbschools.net. 
 

Social Emotional Learning 
Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is the process through which children and adults acquire and effectively apply the knowledge, 
attitudes and skills necessary to understand and manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for 
others, establish and maintain positive relationships and make responsible decisions. Why are we focusing on SEL at Chamberlin 
School? Here’s the research: 

 A 2015 Cost Benefit Analysis highlights that for every $1 spent implementing SEL programs, $11 is saved in resources 

that are not expended managing behavior problems and additional interventions for “at risk” youth. (Belfield et al., 

2015) 

 A 2017 Meta-Analysis on the follow up effects of SEL showed that 3.5 years after the last intervention, the academic 

performance of students exposed to SEL programs was an average 13 percentile points higher than their non-SEL peers. 

At other follow-up periods, conduct problems, emotional distress, and drug use were all significantly lower for students 

exposed to SEL programs. Development of social and emotional skills and positive attitudes toward self, others, and 

school was higher after SEL interventions. (Durlac et al., 2017) 

 The World Economic Forum in 2016 identified the Top 10 skills required for workers to thrive by 2020 as: Complex 

problem solving, critical thinking, creativity, people management, coordinating with others, emotional intelligence, 

judgement and decision-making, service orientation, negotiation and cognitive flexibility. 

 Students with SEL competencies participate more in the classroom, are more accepted by classmates, have more 

positive attitudes about and involvement with school and are given more instruction and positive feedback by teachers.  

Denham, 2017)  

 

For November, December and January, our schoolwide theme is 

empathy. In our morning announcements we’ll be reminding 

students to have empathy, identify their own and others’ feelings, 

notice and respect same and different feelings, and show 

compassion. Compassion involves saying kind words or doing 

something helpful to show you care how another person feels. When 

students can identify, understand, and respond in a caring way to 

how someone else is feeling, it helps create a positive and 

accepting school climate. Second Step lessons in every classroom 

specifically teach about empathy. You’ll be receiving Home Links 

describing why empathy is important and including fun activities to 

do with your child to help him or her identify feelings and practice 

showing empathy and compassion. We hope you find them helpful. 

Please tell your child’s teacher if you have any questions about how 

you can help your child learn to identify feelings and show empathy 

and compassion at home. 

 

http://dcf.vermont.gov/prevention/stepup

