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A VT state law known as “Act 1” provides 
Vermont prevention practitioners and families 
with the opportunity to work together to 
support understanding and implementation of 
comprehensive sexual violence prevention in 
school communities. The South Burlington 
School District is required to provide families 
with information regarding signs and symptoms 
of sexual abuse, sexual violence, grooming 
processes, recognizing the dangers of child 
sexual abuse, and the predatory behaviors of 
sex offenders.  The Department for Children and 
Families (DCF) has created a website with 
information for this purpose. Act 1 also requires 
an educational component to sexual abuse 
prevention, which is typically presented by our 
school nurse, Kerry Farrell and school counselor, 
Dean Melen. This year at Chamberlin School, all 
grade levels will receive developmentally 
appropriate abuse prevention content through 
Puppets in Education on November 27th. Puppets 
in Education is dedicated to teaching children 
how to keep themselves safe and healthy and to 
appreciate each other’s physical and cultural 
differences. Using life-sized puppets, this 
program seeks to support parents and 
communities in helping children reach their full 
potential. PiE is an educational puppet troupe 
that performs throughout VT, NY, NH, MA and 
CT. Each puppet presentation consists of one or 
two skits, a question & answer session and 
songs. Workshop presentations introduce the 
topic with puppets then engage older students 
in activities that include brainstorming, role 
plays or simulation activities. We are grateful to 
have funding this year from Vibrant Church to 
bring Puppets in Education to Chamberlin! 
Please see the letter from Nurse Farrell and Mr. 
Melen for more information. If you have 
questions about this program, please call Kerry 
Farrell at 652-7449 or email Mr. Melen at 
dmelen@sbschools.net. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 Monday and Tuesday, 
November 19th and 
20th – No School, 
Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

 

 Wednesday – Friday, 

November 21st – 23rd 

– No School, 

Thanksgiving Break 

 Tuesday, November 
27th – Puppets in 
Education 
  

 Friday, November 30th 
– PTO Coupon Book 
Fundraiser Ends 

 

 Friday, November 30th 
– Popcorn Friday, 50 
cents 

 

 Tuesday, December 
4th – Assembly led by 
2nd Grade, 8:10-8:30 
AM 

 

 Wednesday, 
December 12th, All 
School Winter Sing A 
Long, 1:15-2:15 PM 

 

 Friday, December 14th 
– 12:30 Dismissal, 
Half Day for Staff 
Professional Learning 

 

 Tuesday, December 
18th – Assembly, 8:10-
8:30 AM 

 

 Friday, December 21st 
– Popcorn Friday, 50 
cents 

 

 December 24-January 
1 – No School, Early 
Winter Break 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Cold Weather Has 
Arrived! 

Being a VT parent takes on a whole new 
meaning in November!   As the 
temperature starts to drop, we are in 
need of warmly dressed students for 
recess. Students can no longer wear 
shorts and short sleeves outside. Please 
be sure your child is equipped with VT 
winter gear – snowpants, boots, hats, 
mittens and a warm coat.  Our students 
go outside every day, except if the wind 
chill or temperature is below 0 degrees.  
There is not an indoor recess option.  If 
students are too sick to go outside for 
recess, then please consider an early 
pick up. Use a permanent marker to 
write your child’s name on EVERYTHING.  
Many times, students have the same 
kinds of boots, coats and snowpants, and 
it gets confusing in the cubby areas! We 
greatly appreciate your support with 
making recess a positive experience for 
all of our children! 

 

 

 
Thank you for coming to our Harvest Meal! 

mailto:hrouelle@sbschools.net
http://dcf.vermont.gov/prevention/stepup


 
  

 

 
 
 

 

 
Mr. Melen was joined by Mrs. Farrell and Mrs. Brown who typically co-host a 
Morning talk show to promote school community at assemblies called the 
“Buzz”. 5th grader, Nadia, was the student co-host.  

 

                                                     DANCE RESIDENCY 
 
We enjoyed a fantastic dance performance at South Burlington High School on Thursday night! After two weeks of 
practicing and learning about dance and movement, grade levels performed dances that they had practiced with Jessica 
and Sarah, of Urban Dance Complex. It was a packed house and we appreciate all of the family members who came out 
to support our artist in residency dance program! Thank you to our PTO and the Polly Cain Fine Arts Fund for funding 
the program. 
 

   

     

 
We celebrated the end of our annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive with an 
exciting assembly for the whole school 
and community family. Chamberlin 
students and families contributed food 
donations as did our outside community 
friends. We were thankful to have the 
support of Vibrant Church this year 
participating in the food drive. During 
the assembly, students reflected on all 
of the great work and learning 
opportunities they do at school. The 
words “Kindness”, “Sharing”, 
“Support”, “Community”, 
“Compassion” and “Empathy” were 
supported in the classroom curriculum 
and reflected in the celebration during 
the whole school assembly. Many 
Chamberlin staff members and students 
led the assembly with an exciting 
message of support and kindness for 
our greater South Burlington 
community. The celebration brought a 
joyful and heartfelt message of care for 
others and support for our greater 
South Burlington community. 

  
 


